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FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
METHODIST HISTORY. 
Letters to a Young Preacher, No. V. 

MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDy 

Among the primitive Methodist 
preachers, marriage was not held 
to be so honorable as to conciliate the 
minds of the brethren to the mar- 
riage of a young preacher ; but as 
our chief advanced in years, he be- 
came quite reconciled to such a step, 
and would in certain cases indirect- 
fy intimate the propriety of it. Tis 
maxims were, ** a preacher with us 
is nota monk.” “Marry if you will, 
but marry a christian, and nota 
sinner, a woman and not a child.” 
The people on the other hand bad 
been taught, and they conceived it 
to be their interest, not to unlearn 
the lesson. It was natural for them 
to suppose that a single man would 
do more work at less expense. 
Those who first suggested the argu- 
ment against marriage, would have 
done well te have reflected that they 
were addressing themselves to the 
principle of self-interest in their 
hearers, and that in proportion as 
the prejudices of the people against 
a preacher’s marriage was in- 
creased, his morality was jeopar- 
dized. But on the whole, consider- 
ing their numbers and their pecu- 
liar besetments, and liability to ex- 
posure, fewer cases of scandal ac- 
tually happened than might have 
been expected. Never, perhaps, 


were men destined to endure a con- 
flict more perplexing. Three sets of 
feelings, each lawful, and each op- 
posed to the other in their peculiar 
condition. It could not indeed be 
otherwise but that in an infant soci- 
ety much want of accommodation 
for married preachers must have 
been suffered, yet it cannot be de- 
nied that too little regard was paid 
to the peculiar besetments of young 
men of fine sensibilities, who shrunk 
with a kind of instinctive horror 
from the idea of bringing a wife and 
family into all the wretchedness of 
houseless poverty ; and yet not- 
withstanding the ardor of their love 
to the ministry, saw no alternative 
between marriage and location. In 
this mighty conflict of feclings, 
some fled for refuge to other church- 
es, and some fell to rise no more. 
The lamentable want of fellow feel- 
ing manifested on these occasions, 
may be traced to principle, rather 
than a want of humanity, and fur- 
nishes another proof of the danger 
of urging truths themselves too far. 
No chapter in our early history 
furnishes more matter for wonder, 
than that which contains the cata- 
logue of locations. How was it pos- 
sible for legislative and executive 
men to divert their minds from the 
inference of this document of facts ? 
Zeal and success, perhaps turnis h 
the only solution of this question, 
Indeed, it became a maxim applica- 
hle to these cases, better that one 
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suffer than many; but with all the 
plausibility of this doctrine, it must 
veccur to every closet student, that 
it is not exactly in unison with ai- 
other of higher authority, * if one 
member suffer all the members suf- 
fer with it.’ On this subject Tam 
well aware that many exceptions 
must be taken to any general rule, 
and that there were cases in which 
locations proved to be only the gen- 
ter method of relieving the itiner- 
ant ministry from the nconveniency 
and danger of bringing discipline 
to bear upon complex and doubtful 
cases. Gn the score of marriage too, 
it may be readily admitted that 
hasty and injudicious matches were 
made up, jivolving consequences 
beyond the reach of all fraternal 


remedy. And among those who 
sought a refuge in location from the 
hand of power, some, no doubt, 


inight have been in a degree selfish 


and even fastidious : but after due” 


allowance for these and all other ca- 
ses, the way of locgtions is as 
fearfully great, and to those who 
know the law and consequences 
of this step on the mind of a travel- 
ling preacher, proves decisively that 
something must have been wrong. 
Perhaps it may be found on a care- 
ful analysis, that no circumstance 
has given rise to the fatal catastro- 
phes of location more frequently, 
than the want of con fidential com- 
munications between the young 
preachers aud their seniors. It was 
no uncommon thing for zealous 
young men, when tuey leard of the 
marriage of cue of ticir colleagues 
to declare, that when their friends 
should licar of their marriage they 
might conclude they had lost their 
religion. Many considerations would 
naturally couspire to give currency 
tu a belief in those unguarded ex- 
pressions, and keep them alive in 
the memory. A little seasonable and 
judici ious advice might have guarded 
against, this thoughtlessness of fu- 
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turity, sa common to young minds 
intent only on the present. 

Marriage and old age, my young 
friend, are subjects of great impor- 
tance to all men ; but if possi- 
ble, preachers have a deeper inter- 
est in them than almost any other 
class or profession. Only age and 
experience under the guidance oi 
natural or official parentage, car 
minister suitable counsel to youth 
upon either of these points 3 for na- 
ture furnishes scarcely any instinc- 
tive anticipations of the feelings, 
and views, and wants, incident to 
these natural conditions, towards 
Which inclination or time conducts 
all men. Happy the young preacher 
Who possesses prudence and forti- 
tude sufficient to rovern and repress 
tle eccentricities of youthful affec- 
tion, and can yield his hand as well 
as heart to the object of his first gen- 
uine love. Nothing ministers so di- 
rectly and in so great a degree to 
the chastity of a man’s feelings and 
imagination through life, as a fortu- 
nate issue to his first and most ten. 
der attachments. Crossed, and f- 
nally disappointed in this crisis, it 
is linpossible to foresee to what ex- 
cesses a tortured and irritated im- 
agination may betray him, for in 
this most eventfal conflict of the pas- 
sions, While youthful blood and spi- 
rits are still ministering fuel to the 
fire, the habit of study way acciden- 
tally render the imagination more 
incontrolable by rendering the con- 
ceptions of the mind more acute. If 
We are ever Warranted in contorm- 
ing to the well known lines— 

Be to his faulis a little biind, 

And to his virtues always kiod, 
the sentiments ought to be cherish 
ed towards the primitive Methodist 
preachers. More of misfortune than 
of guilt often entered into their 
faults, **while the grass was grow- 
ing the steed wa: s star ving They 
Ww anted experience, and suc ‘ie! y, and 
means, Which time alone could fur 
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jish. T have known young men, 
when the tide of life was urged by 
the greatest impulse of youthful vi- 
gor, to be for a whole year secluded 
from all intercourse with their bre- 
thren. To the faults of men in such 
ministerial solitude, it would be un- 
generous not to bea Jittle blind, 
while their virtues must appear to 
those who know their difficulties 
doubly virtuous. 

That you may enjoy domestic 
happiness, when inclination Icads 
you to change your condition, is the 
prayer of 

SENENX. 
—2¢o—— 
Leliers to a Young Preacher, No Vi. 
MY DEAR YOUNG FRIEND, 


It is a subject worthy of enqni- 
ry to ascertain, if possible, why it 
is that almost universally young 
people are intolerant of those pro- 
pensities in old people which they 
are most conscious of in themselves. 
The most rational account of this 
fact may, perhaps, be drawn from 
the progress of natural decay which 
makes its first appearance in and a 
bout the external features, tho erdi- 
nary seats of beauty. But the pas- 
sions and affections remain in a con- 
siderable degree of conscious vigor 
long after the usual signs of them 
are ina great measure effaced by 
the hand of time. Baldness, grey 
hairs, wrinkles, and the usual marks 
of age, have a repulsive effect upon 
the feelings of our beholders, but 
they are not seen by ourseives. 

When an old man by any means 
betrays the existence of feelings 
which he has lost the power of 
transfusing into the breasts of oth- 
ers, they contemplate him without 
any sympathy, and cannot but won- 
der that feelings should exist so 
much out of season. ‘The same thing 
happens in regard to voice, as it 
erows weak, slow and tremulous. 
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Young people cannot conceive how 
the vigor of the intellectual faculties 
can remain in the absence of their 
wonted sounds, and the aged them- 
selves are by no means so sensible 
to the decay of their own voice as 
to that of others. Dr Rush, ** On 
Old Age,” has advised that o}d peo- 
ple should be particularly attentive 
to the neatness and cleanness of their 
dress, that the attention might be 
thus diverted from their natural de- 
cay, &c. and of course that those on 
whom the care of the aged devolyes, 
should be particularly attentive to 
the decency of their appearance, 
This advice is most assuredly judi- 
cious, and should be conscientiously 
observed by those children who make 
it a duty to honor their parents. 
jut all our arguments go to prove 
that a reverence for old age ought to 
be laid much deeper, and commenced 
much earlier. Mr Wesley is cele- 
brated as a fine oldman. Mr Asbu- 
ry too, until afew years before his 
death, when disease would have con- 
fined any body but himself, was stil} 
interesting in his appearance. Le 
was neat and clean in his person, 
active and erect in his movements, 
with a fine set of teeth, and an ex- 
cellent voice. I might add, as a mat- 
ter of no ordinary consideration, 
that he had understood the value of 
property well enough to place him- 
self quite above want, and on this 
account his friends were of course 
full as liberal as they would have 
been under opposite circumstances. 
But Lam wandering from my point, 
which is to shew you of how much 
importance it is to the public honor 
and respect of old age, to replenish 
the mind well in youth with the 
principles of useful knowledge. Ina 
former letter, you may recollect that 
[ observed, that the primitive 
preachers had no one to tell them 
that they would grow old, or how 
Methodist preachers feel when they 
do grow old. ‘The functions of the 
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human machine were in too many 
instances worn out or broken by un- 
timely labor, and in a few instan- 
ces, When the constitution was proof 
against labor and disease, the su- 
perannuated old men sunk into ob- 


jects of pity or neglect, and quite 


outlived their usefulness. Here and 
there, one, indeed, continued to act 
officially until the patience of preach- 
ers and people were worn out. But 
they lived and tried to labor so long 
not in vain, if those who witnessed 
the expiring embers of those once 
blazing fires, have learned from 
their example that it is the duty of 
a preacher to prepare to grow old 
as well as to prepare for death. 
That saying, * the first shall be last 

and the last first,” seplies | in many 
instances to our ministerial labors. 
1 mourn, my young friend, and have 
Jong mourned over the inattention 
of the venerables to the minds of the 
noviciates. This fact, so painful to 
any contemplative mind which has 
survived one generation, and thus 
witnessed its effects, is so nearly al- 
lied to the vexatious squabbles for 
power, and all the little artifices to 
maintain prerogatives, that it leads 
to a belief that much of the neglect 
of instruction among our ancestors 
may be traced to the ‘bewilderi ing ef- 
fects of a contagious kind of ambi- 
tion who should be greatest ; which 
somehow or other seems to have 
crept in among us in spite of pover- 
ty and the contempt of the world. 
But, really there is no appendage of 
office more good for nothing, more 
useless, than overgrown power in 
the hands of an old man. One of my 
inmost esteemed friends, whose name 
{ need not mention, when pretty 
well advanced in life, being applied 
to, to exclude a member from the 
church, observed that he had never 
turned any body out of society in 
his life, yet his good friends would 
necds do him honor, and prevailed 
upon to take one of the high seats in 
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our synagogue. Never was kindness 
more ‘misplac ed; the venerable man 
sunk under the weight of his labors 
and cares, and literally slept upon 
his post. He was no king log, but 
nature has its bounds, bey ond W ‘hich 
it cannot pass. We old folks are 
more fit for the nursery than for the 
hierarchy ; but nurseries ! alas, we 
had none, nor asylums for the aged. 
The faults of our system must. be 
apparent to you. These faults the 
primitive preachers had to struggle 
against. Yet there are not wanting 
among the survivors, those who can 
never exhaust their ingenuity in 
proclaiming the praise of the an- 
cient sconomy. But neither its suc- 
cess, nor the natural love of the ha- 
bits and associations of our youth, 
can convince me, that a better divis- 
ion of labor and of power, might 
not have been made—better for the 
young and the old, and better too 
for those who were able to do the 
most work, as they might have been 
able to have done more work with 
the same labor. Love and reverence 
the memory of your ministerial an- 
cestors, but do not .be afraid nor 
ashamed to improve upon their poli- 
ty. Wisdom did not die with them. 
When old age steals upon you, may 
you have laid up a store of know- 
ledge sufficient to enable you to mi- 
nister instruction and amusement 
to those who shall be disposed to lis- 
ten to your tales of other men, and 
other times. 

God grant that you may live toa 
good old age. SENEX. 

ota 25 ee 

4 Remark which deserves the most 
serious attention.—* I have seldom 
known a resolute, moral man, Whose 
sons were profligate: and scarcely 
have I known a mild, gentle father 
without firmness, who’ brought up 
his own sons, but he brought them 
up to their ruin, and in several in- 
stances to his own.” 

Mr Broas’s Diary. 
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FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


On the Traffic in Human Beings. 


Dear Sir, 


I have lately read your 
periodical work with increasing 
gratification, while I have witnessed 
its rising character, as well with 
respect to its selection of topics for 
discussion, as the ability with which 
they have been discussed. And I 
cannot but cherish the hope, that it 
is destined to hold a high and re- 
spectable rank among those means 
which in the order of Providence 
shall operate to improve the moral 
and religious character of our fellow 
citizens. Under the influence of this 
persuasion, I am induced to submit 
to your disposal some reflections on 
a subject which to me appears inti- 
mately connected with the spirit 
and objects of that work. 

The subject alluded to, is the com- 
merce now carrying on between 
some of the Middle, Southern and 
Western states, in the human spe- 
cies. It is a melancholy fact, that 
while the slave trade, when under- 
stood of importing Africans from 
their native country to the United 
States, and elsewhere, has justly a- 
wakened the horror and indignation 
of every truly enlightened, religious 
and patriotic American ; tut little 
lias been said or done in opposition 
to an internal commerce in our fel- 
low creatures, which is distinguish- 
ed by characteristics of tajustice, 
impiety, and barbarity, which, if 
possible, are still more revolting to 
all that is kindly in our nature, and 
divine in our religion. ‘Uhe former 
sacrificed the rights and the sensi- 
bilities of a barbarous people to law- 
less rapacity ; while the latter pros- 
trates the same rights, and outrages 
the same sensibilities, but of a peo- 
ple more refined, because partially 
Civilized and enlightened, to the e- 
qually lawless passions of a set of 
men, Who scem eager to arrange 


themselves in direct hostility to ev- 
ery attribute ofthe Deity. It is tru- 
ly a mournful and heart-rending 
spectacle, to witness the throes and 
agonies of husbands and wives—of 
parents and children—separated by 
the relentless hand of tyranny, never 
more to reciprocate their mutual 
sympathies on this side the grave. 
Nay, perhaps, until they meet each 
other, and their common tyrants, at 
that judgment seat where equal jus- 
tice shali have its fullest effect. To 
undertake to argue coolly against 
this practice from the moral and re- 
ligious principles of the New Testa- 
ment, would be as if one should hold 
up a candle to the sun. That a sys- 
tem of morality and divinity which 
requires us to do unto others as we 
would hace them do unto us—to love 
our neighbor as ourselves—and every 
man to love his wife in parlicular 
even as himself—which enjoins it ou 
parents not to provoke their children 
to wrath, lest they be discouraged, 
and to bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord—to watch 
the opening intellect and awaken 
the moral feelings of their beloved 
offspring, that they may “direct the 
young idea how to shoot,” and 
mould the moral feeling, and direct 
the mora! judgment by the infallible 
maxims and divine spirit of the gos- 
pel—should at the same time give 
any patronage to a practice which 
puts the discharge of these duties 
out of the power of many on whom 
they are enjoined, is what no man in 
the cool exercise of his common 
sense can for a moment admit. [am 
strongly persuaded that there is en- 
lightened intelligence and correct 
religious sentiment enough in this 
country, if they could be roused 
from their dormancy, and brought 
to bear properly upon the subject, 
io frown this barbarous trallic out of 
countenance, and its abettors into 
retreat, and ultimately into an aban- 
donment of the practice itself. It is 
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impossible that you can be fully ap- 
prised of the horrid pitch to which 
this inhuman practice is carried in 
some parts of our country, especial- 
Ty on the eastern shore of Maryland, 
except you had been an eye witness 
of the events which have transpired 
within the course of the last six 
months. They have presented scenes 
which beggar description, and which 
if possible to be portrayed, might al- 
most offer anapology for increduli- 
ty itself; when it is recollected that 
America was the scene of action. 
Imerica, that garden spot of politi- 
cal organization, whose sons have 
done more perhaps for the science 
of civil liberty than those of any o- 
ther district of the Globe. I assure 
you, sir, I most conscientiously 
think that itis high time for every 
lover of God and humanity to put 
forth his exertions, however huni- 
ble, to arrest this fell practice in its 
course before it, together with its 
twin sister, Intemperance, bring 
down the wrath ef heaven up- 
on our far-famed and happy coun- 
ivy. Itis shocking to be told that 
a country, such as ours, justly 
famed for the republicanism and ci- 
vil liberty which distinguish its in- 
stitutions, should allow a set of men 
to circulate in its bosom, and even 
under the patronage of its laws too, 
whose business it is to sever the ties 
most dear to humanity and most sa- 
cred to religion. Nay, it is more 
shocking still, that these men walk 
abroad in the face of day, while car- 
rying into effect this nefarious ob- 
ject, in the assumed character of 
gentlemen, without hearing one 
censuring voice lifted up against 
them by a religious public. Will it 
be asked, what canafew do? What 
did twelve men once accomplish with 
the blessings of heaven? Nay, we 
are criminal, if we do not what it 
is in our power to do, in a cause 
with whose interest every good 
man’s heart beats in unison, and 


with which the piety, the honor, and 
the happiness, of our country, are so 
deeply interested. Rizhicousness ex- 
alteth a nation, but sin is a reproaci 
to any people. 
JUSTITIA. 
es OD 


FOR THE WESLEYAN. REPOSITORY. 


Lhe Power of Man to Believe 


Se. 
Mr Enpiror, 


Having heard it inculcated that 
because the natural man has no good 
in him, he cannot believe, nor have 
any discernment of what is good, I 
wish to consider what evidences 
I can adduce for a contrary doctrine. 
If you wish to publish a work for 
the people, L hope you will allow 
them, sometimes, to canvas some 
doctrines which they may receive 
from their Rulers. ** Let him that 
is taught, instruct (even) him that 
teacheth,”” when the discovery is 
« good’? enough to justify it. 

Our Calvinian§ friends, have 
most inculcated this inert state oi 
man, by Scriptures like these, to 
wit: ** Noman can come unto me 
except the Father draw him ;”’— 
« The heart of man is continually 
set in him to do evil ;” ‘ The pre- 
paration of the heart and_ the an- 
swer of the tongue is from thee ;” 
«*'The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination’”—AI] these, and simi- 
lar limited expressions, being used 
by them contrary to the following 
more prevalent expressions of ability 
in man ‘** fo come to the light, that 
their deeds may be reproved,” in- 
clines me, to give the following evi- 
dences ¢f general ability in men to 
believe the truth, so as to be con- 
vinced of sin: and of the need of 
righteousness, to avoid a judgment 
to come. The meaning of their mis- 
used passages will be attempted to 
be explained in harmony with my 
ideas, at the close of the whole. 
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First, of Faith or Belief. 

© Chro. 20. 20. * Believe in the 
Lord your God, so shall ye be es- 
tablished.” 

Teb. 11. 6. ** Believe that God is, 
and is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.”—Every man 
lias power to believe that he is, 
and they can esteem it at least 
probable that he is found of such 
as seck him—for where has he 
said seek ye my face in vain? If 
** thou believest there is one God, 
thou doest well’’—** Believe also 
in me’—** With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness’— 
“© } am come a light into the 
world, that whosoever believeth 
on me shall not abide in dark- 
ness.” 

2 Kings, 17. * Because they did not 
believe, the Lord rejected the 
seed of Israel.” 

fsa. 7. 9, ** If ye will not believe 
ye shall not be established.” 

All the foregoing citations speak 
of men in their sins, and yet speak 
as if their ability to give credit to 
the truth was in their power, by the 
mere exercise of their judgment, on 
the propositions presented to their 
understanding. In this way all 
Ministers now address their hearers 
as if able to give heed, or why 
preach at all ?) or why address 
hooks, &c. to Infidels ?—on such oc- 
casions we find even of old, that 
hearers often became believers—for 
instance, Acts 2. 41. at hearing Pe 
ter’s sermon 5000 souls were added 
to the Church—Acts 4,4. ** Many 
that heard the word believed.’ Acts 
8. 12. * ‘They believed Philip 
preaching bee Kingdom of God.” 
Acts 14. 1—* Paul and Barnabas 
so spake that a great number be- 
lieved ; and Rom. 10. 8—* So faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by 
he word of God? «© whix ch we 
preach.” That they could believe 
and not be converted, may be evi- 
denced by facts like these : ** Have 


ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed, and they said we have not 
so much as heard if there be a Holy 
Ghost.”” Paul says to King Agrip- 
pa, * I know that thou believest.? 
and John says ** Many of the chief 
rulers believed on him, but did not 
confess him, because they loved the 
praise of men.” Ananias and Sap- 
phira also were of those who loved 
this world more than God. Even the 
devils we are assured dclieve and 
tremble too. ** Repent and be con- 
verted that your sins may be blotted 
out’*—evidences, that men can be- 
lieve, before the pardon of sin. 
Whatever then may be said for a 
living faith, itis certain the Scrip- 
tures speak of a belief, which may 
come from the exercise of Reason, 
even as we are conscious that we oc- 
cupy our minds, on the belief or dis- 
belief of any facts presented to our 
under standings i in the natural world, 
We believe upon sufficient evidence. 
In like manner, common sinners are 
constrained to confess the force of 
facts, that there isa God and Re- 
warder of those who diligently seek 
him—for even the heathen, by the 
visible operations of his power, con- 
fess his invisible power and God- 
head. I infer therefore, that the 
Scriptures, by reading them, or 
hearing them preached, ** are able’’ 
of themselves, ** to make us wise un- 
to (the means of) Salvation ; at they 
are to teach every sinful man, (like 
an index hand by the way side) the 
Way of Salvation. Yo believe the 
Scriptures, therefore, is not a neces- 
sary special grant from God, but is 
the exerciseof a faculty (our r ‘ason* 


* + Reason is natural revelation, winaee - 
by God has laid ¢rutA within the reach c: 
our natural faculties; and HNevelation 1s 
natural reason enlarged by a new set ot dis 
coveries, given by God i unmediutely.’ 

sOCK 

“He the Great Father at once poured 
himself ioto the wiole world of rationals ;” 
and again, “* Qur senses as our reasor are 
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given to every man, whereby 
to discern truth from error. ** The 
doctrines of the bible (says Dr 
Clarke.) are doctrines of eternal 
reason; and they are revealed be- 
vause they are such, and are to be 
rationally understood and rationally 
interpreted.” If the leading doc- 
trines of christianity are thus capa- 
ble of being understood by reason, 
then we may believe them as we 
may any other truths, because our 
setpeicien are convinced; and to 

say the Scriptures have not as much 
persuasive evidence as many com- 
mon books, is to say too little for 
them, and what the Bible no where 
declares. A sane mind can’t prevent 
its agreement or disagreement with 
every proposition presented to it. 
Why should man necessarily disbe- 
lieve when even devils can believe ! 
'To believe * unio righteousness,” is 
indeed the gift and work of Ged in 
man ; but to believe of righteousness, 


and of a judgment to come, and of 


atl similar traths ; every sinful man 
is conseious he can.} 1 suspect that 
awantof just discrimination in these 
fwo differences in mai, is the founda. 
tion of the prevailing disposition to 
prostrate the power actually in men. 
The Rey. Geo. Story, a Methodist 
minister, has something in his own 
experience much in point. I was 
told I must believe or perish, and 
upon close examination 1 found I did 
believe every truthin the Bible; yet 
this did not bring a sense of ‘justifica- 
tion—but the Lord broughi me out of 
this dilemma, by shewing me, that 
to forgive was his prerogative ; and 
to believe Was my Guty; Phi tis be- 





Godut, a grenadier of Bern, being on 
the borders of the giave, was latelv (18.0) 
brought tothe Lord by a cousin of his, who 
knew nothing of the Lord, except what he 
had jieurd ot him. He s: ‘id to him “ you 
are © lost Mau; the best thing 3 Ye u can do, 
is tc go to Jesus, who receives sinners ”” 
This word he receitved—he recovered, and 
Soon aiter became istrumental in convert- 
log his Cousin.” Presbyterian Mag. 


lieving for salvation, I found was 
distinct thing from believing I was 
saved,” 

But some say, the Scriptures are 
sealed. Itisa mistake. The Revyela- 
tions speak of a sealed book, but 
who can say it meant the Bible ?— 
They say too, “ Spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned,” * and the 
carnal mind is enmity against God 
and is not reconciled unto his law, 
neither indeed can be’’—no, not 
wiile it indulges in carnality. But 
as neither of these citations were 
ever aflirmed of the power to credit 
the Scriptures, they cannot be ap- 
plied to them, and their meaning 
must of course be referred to the 
proper subjects to which they be- 
long. 

Is it not strange, that we are thus 
easily persuaded to credit assertions 
so manifestly against the evidence of 
our senses? ‘TV here i is no truly chris- 
tian man now living, who does not 
remember that when he read his bi- 
ble as a sinner, that he then under- 
stood its great essential leading 
points of salvation, in precisely the 
same Engtish sense (where the sense 
was unembarrassed by technical or 
grammatical distinctions, &c.) as 
he since reads them. He remem- 
bers, too, he felt the force, in a de- 
gree, of their denunciations against 
sin; but, ** because he loved ‘dark- 
ness rather than the light,’ which 
shone upon ifs pages, he virtually 
‘chose death in the error of his 
ways,” although his way was often 
made bitter to him by reflection. 
Almost every actual sinner, who 
reads his bible, is conscious even 
while he reads that he can believe 
its pratiok truths, and his sin is, 
that his ** Faith is dead.’ The very 
character of Dead Faith is a sulli- 
cient scripture evidence, that there 
is a faith without inspiration and 
Without goodness. Ana the designa- 
tion of “Living Faith,” which 
works by love, and purifies the heart, 
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is another evidence that there is a 
Faith also common to the exercise of 
our reason, Which is dead for want 
of love towards the proper object of 
supreme affection.  4dd to your 
Faith, virtue, godliness,’’ &c. is de- 
cisive proof, that it refers toa faith 
without either of these accompaniy- 
ing if. 

Finally, not to extend tliis article 
too long, I will conclude with one 
vemark from a respectable authori- 
ty, to wit: * The power to believe 
‘says A. Clarke) may be present 
long before it is exercised, else why 
the solemn warhings with which we 
meet every where in the word of 
(rod ; and threatenings against those 
who do not believe.” 

The subject will be concluded un- 
der the fcilowing several heads, to 
wit : 

Repentance, and man’s ability 
thereto—and, Self Examination and 
Enquiry may lead to Repentatice. 

God’s Promises to the Obedient 
—and, Efficacy of Prayer, from 
Sinners. 

Objections to those who deny any 
ofthe Premises. 

SCRUTATOR. 


Baltimore, Jan. 21, 1822. 


SIR—I have received the 19th 
and 20th numbers of your excellent 
paper, the Wesleyan Repository, 
and I do assure you, the further you 
progress the better I am_ pleased 
with the work. The sentiments com- 
municated in most of the original 
essays are of sterling worth and do 
much credit to their authors. I am 
particularly pleased with Adynasius 
to the Querist, and with your re- 
marks on Stillwell’s circular. As 
we have nio Intention to divide, we 
should be very far from advocating 
separatists. It is time enough to 
separate when all other expedients 
shall have failed to produce their 


desired effects. With you I believe 
that whatever is necessary to be 
done in the way of amendment, may 
be effected without resorting to 
schism. 
_A diversity of opinions prevails 
among us respecting your paper. 
There are some persons who ap- 
prove of its sentiments and consider 
it highly necessary at the present 
juncture. ‘There are others, who 
view it with a jealous eye, and con- 
ceive it to be a revolutionary en- 
gine, brought out for the express 
purpose of battering down the an- 
cient walls of Methodism. But there 
is certainly no foundation for the 
latter opinion. Every author who 
has written forthe paper, has ex- 
plicitly disavowed all intention to 
revolutionize or divide the society, 
and there is not a paragraph in the 
work calculated to bring about such 
a melancholy state of tliings. All 
that is contended for is; a well bal- 
anced government, under which eve- 
ry member cf the church will have 
secured to him, the free exercise of 
his inalienable rights as a christian. 

fam well aware that certain per- 
sons and their satellites, will make 
great exertions to retain and perpet- 
uate the exercise of unlimited power, 
but I am equally confident that the 
march of principle cannot be pre- 
vented. Hence, Ll hail the day as not 
far distant when our church shall 
come up out of the wilderness, in 
the full enjoyment of that freedom 
wherewith Christ shall make her 
free. Your papers in my opinion, is 
admirably calculated to facilitate 
that desirable event. A periodical 
publication, as a vehicle of sound 
principles, will da more towards 
the emancipation of our Zion in one 
year, than the friends of reform 
could effect, by personal intercourse, 
in an age. 

Yours, &c. 
AMICUS, 
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FROM THE BRITISH REVIEW. 
On Daniel’s & Seventy Weels.” 


Daniel's anxiety about the term of 


captivity at Babylon, was probably 
excited by the unexpected revolution 
in its government that had recently 
occwred. Cyrus commanded the 
Median and Persian army ; and 
Daniel knew that a person of that 
name was predicted to be the liber- 
ator of the Jews ; but he also knew 
that seventy years had been appoint- 
ed for their captivity, ef which but 
forty-five had then elapsed. In an- 
swer tohis prayers, it was ascer- 
tained not onty that the promised 
decree would go forth at its season 
for rebuilding Jerusalem, but that 
the holy city should be preserved to 
a great extent of time, and not be 
destroyed again till the expe ted 
Messiah should have come to estab- 
lish his everlasting kingdom, ac- 
cording to other prophecies of 
Daniel. It was unnecessary, and 
would have been improper, that the 
precise dates of these events should 
be clearly understeod previous to 
their accomplishment. Ambiguity 
in the manner of perfecting them, 
might, for obvious reasons, be in- 
dispensable. The Hebrew numbers, 
as they now stand, admit of widely 
different constructions. The original 
term, for weeks, is ** sevens 3” and 
it likewise denotes “ seventy.” 
Hence * seven weeks and three 
score and two weeks,” (verse 25) 
may be literally translated, “ seven 
and seventy sevens, sixty and two.” 
Seventy-seven weeks of years, or 
539, extended frem the date of Cy- 
rus’: decree for rebuilding Jerusa- 
Jem, to the third vear of the Chris- 
tian era; so that our Lord was 
born within the last of the seventy- 
seven weeks ; and to have previous- 
ly indicated the date of his birth 
with more precision, must evidently 
have augmented the dai.gers of his in- 
fancy. This sufliciently acceunts foe 


UN DANIEL’s « SEVENTY WEEKS.” 





the computation of that intervai by 
sevens, instead of single years. [i 
is evident that an expectation of the 
Messial’s birth nearly at that junc- 
ture extensively prevailed ; and un- 
less it arose from such an interpre- 
tation of this prophecy, it can only 
be accounted for, as in Simeeon’s 
case, by immediate revelation; for 
the common mode of interpretation 
has no reference whatever to the 
date of the birth of Christ. The 
commen translation of verse 26, 
‘* and after three score and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off,’ &c. 
is neither literal, nor reconcilable 
with fact ; our Lord having assign- 
el the destruction of Jerusalem (not 
his own death) to the middle of 
the week following the sixty-two. 
The Hebrew is verbatim, ** and af 
ter the sevens, sixty and two,” &c. 
The definite article before ** sevens” 
(which our translators have improp- 
erly suppressed) refers to the form- 
er term that had been reckoned by 
**sevens,”’ in distinction from the 
latter term, which is not so conipu- 
ted (no occasion then remaining for 
reckoning by sevens ;) but by inte- 
gral numbers. From the third year 
of our era, to the beginning of the 
Jewish war, was sixty-two years ; 
the war occupied full seven years, 
about the middle of which our Lord’s 
prediction was fulfilled, by the deso- 
Jation of Jerusalem ;— and till then 
the daily oblation and sacrifice ne- 
ver ceased to be offered. ‘The pro- 
phetical numbers thus translated, 
precisely fill up the interval to tha’ 
catastroplic, from the date of Cy- 
rus’s decree, or 605 fuil years: for 
539 and 62 and 4 are equal to €05. 
The only material chjection to this 
interpretation, of which we are a- 
ware, may arise from verse 24, 
where ‘“‘seventy weeks,” (or ** =c- 
ven sevens, or seventy seventy,} 
have been commonly supposed to 
denote the whole period ; and that 
this was afterwards distributed into 
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ihree subdivisions of seven weeks, 
sixty-two weeks, and one week. But 
all that is connected with the ** se- 
venty-sevens” may be understood of 
the Messiah’s advent; and if the 
words were originally “seventy and 
seven sevens,” so as to extend to 
that epoch, an omission of the word 
seven,” in transcribing it three 
times together, might easily be ac- 
counted for, whether inadvertently 
or intentionally. A copyist who 
construed the numbers in verse 25, 
in the customary manner, might o- 
mit ** and seven,” verse 24, as seem- 
ing to he a necessary correction : 
neither does it appear to us unlikely 
that a Jewish transcriber, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, might do 
the same purposely to deprive the 
gospel of so clear a testimony to its 
truth. Ifthe text had not in some 
measure, and by sume means, been 
corrupted, it seems inconceivable 
that it should to this time have re- 
mained a matter of controversy. If 
the solution that we have suggested 
affords satisfaction to impartial in- 
quirers after truth, our aim and ex- 
pectation will be attained. 


—=: C> ee 
Scripture Chronology. 


From creation to the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Titus, the Bible af- 
fords an unbroken chain of chrono- 
logy, either by the series of succes- 
sive dates, by the totals of inter- 
vals, or by prophetical periods, and 
sometimes by all these conjointly ; 
at times so checked or guarded as 
nearly to preclude the possibility of 
irretrievable error; at other times 
so open to correction from unexcep- 
tionable testimony, as to render on- 
ly a moderate discrimination requi- 
site to entire satisfaction. Amidst 
the dates of above 4000 years, not 
more than three or four that affect the 
chain of chronology remain question- 
able. How is this to be accounted 


for ? No other known nation of anti- 

quity has transmitted a satisfactory 

chronological series even so high as 
eight centuries before our era. 

Whatever broken parts of earlier pe- 

riods of apparent authenticity re- 
main, they can only de adjusted by 
assistance of the Hebrew chronolo- 
zy. We do not ask oppugners of the 
Bible to admit this to be miraculous: 
but ought they to withhold the cha- 
racter of truth from that which has 
thus strod the test of all past revo- 
lutions and Japses of time? Volney 
himself could not deny it in the 
main. He meanly resorted to a gra- 
tuitous assumption that the Penta- 
teuch, instead of being discovered by 
Hilkiah, in Josiah’s reign, when if 
had been concealed, (probably from 
the time of Manasseh’s apostacy,) 
was then first compiled by him: yet 
he was constrained to admit that, if 
so, Hilkiah must have compiled it 
from earlier documents. ‘The pre- 
tence is destitute of all color of prool, 
and is ridiculous to an extreme ; 
but were it credible, it would not 
affect the authenticity of the origi- 
nal documents, whether compiled 
by Hilkiah or by Moses. Neither is 
such a pretext corroborated by those 
slight geographical illustrations and 
genealogical supplements, which ev- 
idently were annexed long after the 
time of Moses, to the Pentateuch ; 
for some of these appear to have 
been inserted during the captivity 
at Babylon, and of course conside- 
rably later than Hilkiah’s time : but 
it is well known that similar inter- 
polations have also crept into copies 
of the New Testament, and that in 
no case they affect the sense, or are 
needful to the connection, of the au- 
thentic text of the Scriptures. So the 
second Canaan, in one of the gene- 
alogies of Christ, was undoubtedly 

interpolated from the Septuagint, 
where it seems to have been inad- 
vertently introduced ; but it neither 
affects the general contents of the 





New Testament, nor those of the 
Gospel of Luke in which it is found, 
nor eyen the rest of the genealogy 
with which it is immediately con- 
nected. If there were not a date in 
the Bible, the history would be no 
less true on that account; it would 
only be less complete and distinct. 
In the New-Testament one event 
only, the commencement of John the 
Baptist’s ministry, has an express 
date; yet, instead of impeaching its 
authority for want of dates, scepti- 
cal readers have labored to subvert 
the only one it contains. The 
truth, with regard to the date in 
question, is easily and incontrovert- 
ibly ascertained, and if any thing 
could convince those who are averse 
from believing, it might lay to rest 
for ever disputes on the date in ques- 
tion. That the evangelist Luke de- 

signed to date the year of Tiberius 
not from the death of his predeces- 
sor Augustus, but from his admis 

sion to joint imperial authority with 
him, was intimated by a precision 
in the original terms, which our 
translators have not preserved. 

What they call the * reign of ‘Tibe- 
rius.”” would more justly be transla- 
ted his “ administration.”. It is a 
word no where else used in the New 
‘Testament, and seems to have been 
chosen to denote a peculiarity in 'Ti- 
berius’s government, especially as it 
had been used by the Septuagint for 
ihe joint sovereignty of the dukes of 
Sair (Genesis XXXVI. 30.) ‘he 
evangelist appears to have been in- 
tent on precision in every respect, 
when specifying the only date that 
he intreduced 5° and had he avowed 
his purpose to distinguish from the 
‘reign’? of Tiberius his administra- 
tion of imperial authority over the 
yrovinces and armies of the Roman 
Empire, he could no better have de- 
fined the latter than by the term 
which he used. He evidently wrote 
his gospel not at Rome, nor for its 
inhabitants, but in a Roman pro- 


RELIGION IN THE BIRMAN EMPIRE. 





vince, and for inhabitants of ihe pro- 
vinces, who, from the time of 'Tibe- 
rius‘’s admission to imperial authori- 
ty had been ruled by him, and not 
by Augustus Cesar. Yet as Tiberi- 
us declined the title of Emperor, 
while Augustus lived, his govern- 
ment, considered im its whole extent, 
was nore properly called an admin- 
istration than a reign. 


eet oe 
AN EXTRACT 
OF AN ACCOUNT OF THE 
Religion in the Birman Empire, 
As described by one of its priests to a 
Roman Catholic Bishop. 


“The gods who have appeared 
in the present world, and who have 
obtained the perfect state, Chau- 
chasam, Gonagom, Gaspa, and Go- 
dama. Of these, the law of Godama 
ought at present to be observed.” 
**Q. Where is the god Godama? 
A. Godama at the age of thirty-five 
years having attained divinity, 
preached his law for forty-five years, 

and brought salvation io all living 
beings. Ateighty years he obtained 
Niebuu, (deliverance from all the 
evils of this life) and this happened 
2362 yearsago. Then Godama said, 
‘‘after I shall have departed from 
this earth, I will preserve my law 
and my disciples for 5000 years ; 
and he commanded that his images 
and relics should be worshipped ; 
which has accordingly ever since 
been done !”? “Q. What is the doc- 
trine and law which Godama deliv- 
ered to be observed by all men? A. 
It consists chiefly in observing the 
five commandments ; and in abstain- 
ing from the ten sins. Q. What are 
the five commandments? A. 1. From 
the meanest insect up to man thou 
shalt kill no animal whatsoever. 2. 
Thou shalt not steal. 3. ‘Thou shalt 
not violate the wife or concubine of 


another. 4. Thou shalt tell nothing 
false. 5. Thou shalt drink neither 
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wine nor any thing that will intoxt- 
cate—thou shalt not eat opium nor 
other inebriating drug. Whoever 
keeps these five commandments thro’ 
all successive transmigrations shall 
either be born a nobleman or nost, 
and shall not be liable to poverty, 
nor to other misfortunes and calam- 
ities. Q. What are the ten sins? A. 
The killing of animals. 2, theft. 5, 
adultery. 4, falsehood. 5, discord. 
6, harsh and indignant language. 7, 
idle and superfluous talk. 8, covet- 
ing of your neighbor’s goods. 9, en- 
vy, and the desire of your neighbor’s 
death or misfortune. 10, the follow- 
ing of the doctrines of false gods. 
He who abstains from these sins is 
said to obtain Sila; and one who 
observes Sila in all successive trans- 
migrations, will continually increase 
in virtue until at length he will be. 
come worthy of beholding a god ; 
and of hearing his great voice ; and 
thus he will obtain Miebau, and be 
exempted from the four known mis- 
eries, namely, weight, old age, dis- 
ease and death. We must also be- 
lieve that Godama taught, if we ob- 
serve his laws we shall see the other 
gods, who are to arise after him. Q. 
Besides these already mentioned, 
are there any other good works 
which ought to be practised? A. 
There are. One good work is called 
Dana, which consists in giving alms 
particularly to the Rahaans ( priests.) 
A second is called Bavana, which 
consists in thoughtfally pronouncing 
these three words, Anniexza, Docha, 
and innatta,* &c. Whoever dies 
* By the word anniez Za is understoou, that 
he who pronounces it recollects, that by his 
particular situation he is liable to vicissi- 
tudes; by the word docda is understood, 
that by the same situation he is liable to 
misfortune ; and by the word annectta, that 
itis not in his power to exempt himself 
from being liabie to changes and misfor- 
tune, 

‘These followers of Bud’ha, or Godama, 
hke the Bramins, believe it to be unlawful 
to take away animal life, and yet they both 
Carry on most bloody and destructive w 





without observing the Sile, Dana, 
and Bavina, will certainly pass into 
one of the infernal states, and wili 
become a Wirca or Prietfa, or some 
animal.” * Revolving these things 
in your minds, O ye Englis:, Dutch, 
Arminians, and others, adore God- 
ama, the true God. Adore also his 
law and his priests. Be solicitous in 
giving alms, and in the observance 
of Sila, and in performing Bavina. 
But a true and legitimate priest of 
Godama is not to be found except in 
this empire, or in the Island of 
Ceylon. And you, O Bishop, have 
obtained a great lot, who have been 
thought worthy, although born in 
one of the small islands, (Europe,) 


to come hither and hear the truth of 


the divine law. ‘This book which { 
now give you is more estimable than 
gold, or silver, or diamonds, or pre- 
cious stones; and I exhort all En- 
slish,Dutch, Arminians, and others, 
faithfully to transcribe its contents, 
and diligently to act according te 
the precepts therein contained.” 
BRIEF MEMOIR 

Of Mr JOHN HARRIS. 

‘‘ March 20th, 1804, died my kind 
and very dear friend, about 55 
years of age. He has left a father 
aged 90, and a mother 84: besides 
a tender wife and nine children. 
He was a great reader, a deep 
thinker, a wise and moderate man, 
who possessed a remarkable com- 
mand over his words and temper. 
He was a lover of all good men, and 
deeply serious : an obedient son, « 
loving husband, a tender father, a 
kind friend, an esteemed local 
preacher, and a strictly honest man. 
I spent most of last Tuesday with 
him, which was one of the best days 
i ever passed in my life. His disor- 
der terminated in the jaundice of 
which he died. The doctors refused 
to administer any thing to him a 
fortnight ago ; and seeing Mrs Har- 


oe CRM PRT 


ciate dle sf ~ aan 


- te ES ees im 
+ - . —_ 








S38 


ris dejected, he suspected the reason, 
and asked whether they accounted 
him a dying man? Being answered 
in the affirmative, he appeared quite 
happy ; . and calling his eldest son 
io him, said ‘ My dear John, the 
_toctors have all given me up, and I 
hope I have received my sentence 
with Christian fortitude and resig- 
nation.’ One of his intimate friends 
who sat up with him during the 
night of his death, gives the follow- 
ing account of his last hours : ** A- 
bout one o’clock he asked what time 
it was; and being informed, some 
scriptures were repeated to him, 
when he appeared to be very happy. 
Sometime afterwards he asked what 
time it was? and being told, he 
was asked, Is Jesus precious ta you? 
to which he replied, * O yes, very 
recious ; or What should I do now ?? 
About an hour after, he again en- 
quired what o’clock it was ; and be- 
ing informed, some scriptures were 
repeated to him, when he appeared 
to be very happy. Some time after- 
wards he asked, * Who is that in 
white ?? and then exclaimed, *§ Oh 
God is doing wonders in heaven and 
on earth ’ and then said, * Llitherto 
the Lord hath brought us ;’ and lift- 
ing up his arms, headded, * God is 
doing wonders in heaven, beyond 
any thing—beyond every thing : 
Wonders, wonders in heaven! be- 
yond, beyond every thing !’ and in 
afew minutes expired.’? ‘Thus died 
one of the most honest men and one 
ofthe most disinterested christians 
Tever knew.” Mr Brocas’s Diary. 
——s4m “Ds 

THE GREEK RELIGION, 

From Madame de Stael’s Ten Fears 
Exile. 

The Greek religion is necessari- 
ly less intolerant than the Roman 
Catholic ; for being itself reproach- 
ed asa schism it can hardly com- 
plain of heretics; all religions 
therefore are admitted into Russia, 


THE GREEK RELIGION. 


and from the borders of the Don ig 
those of the Neva, the fraternity of 
country unites men, even though 
their theological opinions separate 
them. The Greck priests are allow- 
ed to marry, and scarcely any of 
the higher orders embrace this pro- 
fession: it follows that the clergy 
has very little political ascendancy; 
it acts upon the people, but it is ve- 
ry submissive to the emperor. 

The ceremonies of the Greek wor- 
ship are at least as beautiful! as 
those of the catholics; the church 
music is heavenly; every thing in 
this worship leads to meditation ; it 
has something of poetry and feeling 
about it, but it appears better adapt- 
ed to captivate the imagination than 
to regulate the conduct. When the 
priest comes out of the sauctuary, 
jn Which he remains shut up while 
he communicates, you would say 
that ) ou saw the gates of light open- 
ing; the cloud of incense which 
surrounds him, the gold and silver, 
and precious stones, which glitter 
on his robes, and in the church, 
seem to come from countries where 
the sun is an object of adoration. 
The sentiments which are inspired 
hy Gothic architecture in Germany, 
France, and England, cannot at all 
be compared with the effects of the 
Greek churches; they rather re- 
mind us of the minarets of the Turks 
and Arabs than of our churches. 
As little must we expect to find, as 
in Italy, the splendor of the fine arts; 
their most remarkable ornaments 
are virgins and saints crowned with 
rubies and diamonds. Magnilicence 
is the character of every thing one 
sees in Russia; neither the genius 
of man nor the gifts of nature con- 
stitute its beauties, 

The ceremonies of marriage, of 
baptism, and of burial, are noble 
and affecting ; we find in them some 
ancient customs of Grecian idolatry, 
but only those which have no con- 
nection with doctrine, can add to 4he¢ 





nw 
y of 
ugh 
rate 
low- 
y of 
pro- 
PSY 
NCY3 
| Ve. 


vor- 
ras 
rch 
gin 
1; it 
ling 
apt- 
than 
the 
ary, 
hile 
say 
pen- 
hich 
ver, 
itter 
rch, 
here 
10n. 
ied 
AY 
t all 
the 
- pe- 
urks 
hes. 
» as 
urts; 
ents 
with 
ence 
one 
nias 
con- 


, of 
ble 
some 
trys 
con- 


9 4hie 





THE TRIPLE POLITY—A GENTLE REPROOF. 259 


impression of the three great scenes 
of life, birth, marriage, and death. 
The Russian peasants still continue 
the custom of addressing the dead 
previous to their final separation 
from his remains. Why is it, say 
they, that thou hast abandoned us? 
Wert thou then unhappy on this 
earth? Was not thy wife fair and 
good ? Why therefore hast thou left 
her? The dead replies not, but the 
value of existence is thus proclaim- 
ed in the presence of these who still 
preserve it. 
——=a> @ ae — 
TOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
The Triple Polity. 
Endeavors to obtain and retain 
the highest seats are not confined 
to political strivings, but similar 
efforts have always been and are 
now making in the churches. And it 
cannot be doubted that those are en- 
titled to the throne who can trace a 
** triple polity” in the church during 
our Saviour’s continuance on earth. 
But as the celebrated Locke once 
said, “* let them shew me the edict 
by which Christ has imposed that 
law on his church.” I would know 
when or where the Apostle’s were 
thrice ordained ? At Jerusalem, or 
in Galilee ? While on the mount, on 
the Jake, orin the temple ? What 
rites were used ? Give me chapter 
and verse. Nay I will be satisfied 
to know when or where the Apos- 
tles were ordained at all. What is 
said Mark 5S. 14, simply means to 
appoint or make them Apostles. Or- 
dination is all well enough : it can- 
not be dispensed with in some 
churches, L only object to the arro- 
gant form ‘ Receive,” Kc. But it is 
said this is re! a prayer ! Let 
prayers then he imperative. When 
you pray tor uts or sinners, say 
** Receive,” . But who will say 


Amen. 
The truth is, {RN A posties were 
extraordinary messen¥ers, and it is 


\ 


impossible to prove that they were 


arrogant, inconsistent men who for- 
got their errand. ‘Their commis 
sion included teaching and baptiz- 
g, but not one word about making 

ian lords over God’s heritage. 

When they had constituted a 
church in any place, instead of stop- 
ping to exercise the episcopal func- 
tions in it, they set off, according to 
their instructions, to break up new 
ground and form new churches. It 
is easy to conceive, that when, in 
the course of their travels, they vis- 
ited a church, their advice would be 
asked and followed upon many 
points, because they enjoyed an ex- 
traordinary inspiration of the spirit, 
and spoke the mind of Christ ; 
whenever modern bishops are in- 
vested with like wisdom and en- 
dowed with like inspiration, let 
them “ enter on their full episcopal! 
authority, and govern and judge the 
church, as Christ governed and 
judged it, and ordain its ministers” 
accerding to the form borroweil 
from the Roman Pontifical, until a 
better can be adopted. 

A SINCERE FRIEND. 
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AGENTLE REPRGO 


F. 

Some sincere persons, says a Me 
thodist writer, areofa gloomy, Sus- 
picious temper, and ave continually 
finding out failings in their brethren. 
One dress sses tov fine, another is co- 
vetous: one talks too much, ano- 
ther too little ; one is too forward, 
another wants zeal; one neglec ts the 
means, another neglects his business 
to attend them. To please these per- 
sons is impossible; and £ had al- 
most said is hardly worth trying ; 
for the more you do this so much the 
more . their censorious temper in- 
creased. ‘These persons are generat- 
ly prophes ying evil things concern- 
ing the soci iety to which: th be . 
long. “Weare a fallen peo ley” is 
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cantly evident that their ** we” does 
not include themselves, but their bre- 
ihren only 3 for, after complaining, 
for a long time, both in public and 
private, of the ** bad conduct of pro- 
iessors,”” they at length withdraw 
themselves, saying, their minds are 
toc much hurt to continue among 
such unholy people, and they think 
they shall be more holy out of soci- 
ety than init! And in truth their 
departure is not much to be regret- 
ted. Upon examination it will ge- 
nerally be found, that these persons 
are in a very dead state themselves, 
ond hence conclude that others are 
ihe same, 
“All seems infected that the infected spy, 
Fur all looks yellow to the jaundiced eye.” 
Lhe Christian’s Assurance. 
How much of the world is *with- 
out form and void, and darkness on 
the face of the deep,” waiting the 
commencement of every part of the 
process by which its darkness shall 
be scattered, and its disorders com- 
‘pased ;—that process which under 
the conduct of the Supreme Intelli- 
cence, shall, as it goes on, scatter 
the seeds of knowledge and holiness 
umong all human beings, and make 
(hem a new creation! Such a reno- 
vation is a perfectly sober object of 
expectation. 

We confess that we cannot take 
part with those worthy persons who 
manifest the feeling of alarm at tlic 
production or reproduction of publi- 
cations epposed really, or supposed- 
fy, to the religion of Christ,:and the 
written depositaries of its truths. 
How much soever we may lament 
the prejudice, the weakness, the 
wickedness, or the indefinable hes- 
tility of those who enter into war- 
fare against the interests of Christ ; 
whatever horror we may feel at the 
boldness er the scurrility of some 
anti-christian champions; we feel 
no alarm at the onsets of infidelity 
in its attempts against the Gospel. 
We know that the cause of revela- 





THE CHRISTIAN’S ASSURANCE—HYMN., 


tion has sustained already every 
species of assault which cunning 
could contrive, or power direct. It 
has had its enemies among the igno- 
‘ant and among the learned, among 
the base and among the noble. And 
what were the effects of their oppo- 
sition ? ‘The same as when the “ru- 
lers and elders and scribes” united 
against it,—its purification and in- 
crease. Has the Gospel lost any of 
its pretentions, or been deprived of 
any portion of its majesty and grace, 
by the hatred and hostility of its en- 
emies? Had they a system more 
credible, more pure, better comport- 
ing with the wants of man, and with 
the anticipations of everlasting ex- 
istence, to enlighten and sanctify 
man, and to effect the regeneration 
of the world, for which they were 
able to prevail on mankind to ex- 
change the system of Jesus of Na- 
zareth? Whatever is necessary te 
support the religion of Christ, to 
prove its divinity, to establish its 
doctrines, and to declare its authori- 
ty, are all found in that religion itselt: 





A HYMN sr KRISHNU, 

THe FIRST HINDOO BAPTIZED IN BENGAL, 
Aind now @ Preacher of the Gospel 
O Thou, my soul, forget no more 
The friend who al! thy mis’ry bore ; 
Let ev’ry idol be torgot, 
But, O my soul forget H1x1 not. 
Brumuc* for thee a body takes, 
Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 
Discharging all thy dreadful debt ;— 
And cafist thou e’er such love forget ” 
Renounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief ; 
Nor lit forget who left his throne, 
And for thy life gave up his own. 
Infinite truth and mercy shine 
In Hit, and he himself is thine ; 
And canst thou then, with sin beset, 
Such Charan; such matchless charms, for- 
ets 

Ah! no—till life itself depart 
His NAME shallcheer and warm my heart, 
And, lisping this, from earth Pll rise, 
And join the chorus of the skies. 
Ah! no—when all things else expire, 
And perish in the general fire, 
Tats NAME all others shall survive 


And through eternity shall live. 
*The Hindoo name of THE ONE GOD 





